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Newspaper Clips 
March 11, 2015 

Government Appoints Dr Jagadesh and Rajiv Sharma to TRAI 

 

  

http://www.teeanalysis.com/resources/government-appoints-dr-jagadesh-and-rajiv-sharma-to-trai-13715.html 

 The government has appointed Dr M Jagadesh Kumar and Rajiv Sharma as part time members of Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). 

Dr M Jagadesh Kumar is professor at IIT, Delhi whereas Rajiv Sharma is former secretary general, National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has been appointed as part-time members of TRAI for a period of three 

years or until they attain the age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier. 

Dr M Jagadesh Kumar was born in Mamidala, Nalgonda district of Andhra Pradesh. He obtained his MS (EE) 

and PhD (EE) degrees from the department of electrical engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. 

Currently, Dr Jagadesh is NXP (Philips) chair professor established at IIT Delhi by Philips Semiconductors 

(now NXP semiconductors India). He is also chief investigator of the Nano-scale Research Facility (NRF) being 

built at IIT Delhi and also chief investigator of the Center of Excellence for Nanodevices and Systems funded 

by ministry of human resource development, government of India. 

Rajiv Sharma assignments include field postings such as that of district magistrate and collector, head of public 

sector undertakings, departmental head in state government, senior administrative and policy planning positions 

in key ministries such as ministry of finance and ministry of coal. 

Rajiv Sharma is the former secretary general of the National Human Rights Commission. Sharma is a 1976 

batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of Rajasthan Cadre. Prior to his appointment to NHRC, he 

was holding the post of additional chief secretary, government of Rajasthan and principal resident 

commissioner at New Delhi. 
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Indian IIT team researching on bio-hydrogen fuel from waste 

http://www.greentechlead.com/biofuel/indian-iit-team-researching-on-bio-hydrogen-fuel-from-waste-22221 

IIT Kharagpur in India is evaluating the possibilities of a new technology, which will help to generate clean bio-

hydrogen fuel from waste, as reported by PTI. 

A pilot level large-scale bio-reactor plant for producing hydrogen would be ready at this year, if the research 

works become fruitful. 

A group of Indian scientists from six institutes are engaged in research work under Debabrata Das of IIT-Kgp’s 

biotechnology department is to produce bio-hydrogen using waste. 

The pilot plant of 10 m3 capacity would be ready within 3-4 months for which we are constructing a building 

inside the campus. Hopefully the pilot plan study would be done within a year and after that we can go for 

commercialization of the technology, said, Das to PTI. 

He said oil major ONGC has already shown interest for higher scale studies of 100 m3 biohydrogen plants. 

Hydrogen is seen as an element able to provide clean energy supply to meet the growing needs and scientists 

are trying to generate the gas from distillery wastewater with a vision of ‘waste to energy’. 

Scientists apply dark fermentation process under which bacteria can work both in the presence and absence of 

light and several organisms have been isolated so far, one from the leaf of a tree and one from high oil 

containing soil, giving good results. 

Large-scale production of hydrogen gas for commercial use is now at developmental stage in India. 

However, storage will be another challenge as hydrogen has a very low volumetric energy density and requires 

large space to store. 

In addition, the cost of production will also be a critical factor in getting the technology move from lab to 

factories. 

Many other national IITs and reputed universities have joined with the institution to assist and partner in the 

going on research works and developmental projects. 

The project is funded by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 
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IITs tie up with ONGC to explore alternate sources of energy 

http://www.dnaindia.com/academy/report-iits-tie-up-with-ongc-to-explore-alternate-sources-of-energy-2067686 
 
The technology institutes and the petroleum giant have joined hands to increase India's production of oil and gas. 
Sanchayan Bhattacharjee reports.  

  

In order to meet the development agenda of the country, healthy and fruitful collaborations between industry 

and academia is important. While the Indian academia is well known for its innovative ideas, the industrial 

sector can always help in terms of cost as well as infrastructure. Keeping this in mind, Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC), signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Pan IIT—a consortium of seven 

Indian Institute of Technologies (IITs).  

IIT Kharagpur, Bombay, Madras, Roorkee, Delhi, Kanpur and Guwahati will work with ONGC to create a joint 

area for research and development work with the objective to develop native technologies that can help to 

explore hydrocarbons as well as alternate sources of energy. “The idea is to utilise the scientific experience of 

researchers of IITs along with ONGC in order to meet the energy requirement of the nation,” says Sudarshan 

Neogi, professor, Chemical Engineering, IIT Kharagpur.  

While the collaboration will focus on different energy related areas, most of the work will be carried out at 

ONGC’s in-house R&D institutes and oilfields. “Initially, special attention will be paid to exploring 

unconventional sources of hydrocarbons, enhanced production of oil and gas, reservoir characterization and 

alternate energy resources,” added Neogi. He further explained that alternate energy projects would include bio-

fuels, geothermal energy, hydrogen production and storage etc.  

Apart from research collaborations, an ONGC Scholar Programme will be set up, with a focus on research and 

manpower training. It will include internships, short term as well long term exchange programmes for ONGC 

scientists or engineers at any of the partner IIT campuses. In addition, a number of fellowships will also be 

http://www.dnaindia.com/academy/report-iits-tie-up-with-ongc-to-explore-alternate-sources-of-energy-2067686
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provided at different levels. “Fellowships will be awarded to PhD, MSc, MS as well as MTech students working 

on projects indentified jointly by ONGC and IIT,” says Neogi.  

It is no secret that India depends heavily on imports from different regions in order to meet its energy needs. 

Although the oil and gas sector remain profitable, their contribution meets a meagre share of domestic needs. 

Ultimately, this collaboration looks to remedy this inadequacy by allowing IITians to help build cutting edge 

technologies that will increase domestic production. 

National innovation clubs meet at Rashtrapati Bhavan 

http://www.newkerala.com/news/2015/fullnews-29539.html 

A meeting of National Innovation Clubs of various universities, IITs and NITs took place for the first time at 

the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday. The Innovation Clubs shared their achievements and ideas to promote 

innovations within their campus and outside. 

More than 100 participants took part in the meeting. 

 

Secretary to the President Omita Paul stated that one creative mind can unleash a flood of creativity and 

prosperity. She believed that the youth will rise to the occasion and take up the responsibility of bringing about 

change and extending the frontiers of knowledge in order to build an inclusive society.  

 

She further added that the endeavour to set up Innovation Clubs was held in effort to help not only to bring out 

the needs of the local areas but the solutions to those problems as well. 

 

At the meeting, Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus addressed the gathering and shared his 

experiences regarding Grameen Bank. There were presentations by Innovation Clubs of Babasaheb Bhimrao 

Ambedkar University, Lucknow; IISER, Mohali; IIT Indore; NIT Silchar; and Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya 

Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha. Talks regarding future roadmap for development by IIT Delhi director R.K. 

Shevgaonkar and NIT Delhi director Ajay Sharma were also held. 

 

The President Pranab Mukherjee had exhorted the academia to set up National Innovation Clubs in Central 

Universities and Institutions of Higher learning via IITs, NITs and IISERs.  

 

The clubs which have been set up, aim to promote inclusive innovations by linking the creativity in the formal 

and informal sectors. Primarily, the clubs aim at four functions i.e search creativity and innovations, spread 

information about useful innovations, sense the unmet needs and celebrate the spirit of creativity.  

 

Faculty, staff and students are voluntarily expected to join hands with the innovators at different levels and in 

different sectors to ensure widest application for creative and innovative ideas. 
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Preparations in full swing for Prez’s visit 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/himachal/preparations-in-full-swing-for-prez-s-visit/51811.html 

 

Preparations are in full swing for President Pranab Mukherjee’s visit to Mandi on March 15.  

The President will arrive here to for the second convocation of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) at 

Kamand near here.  

 

Talking to The Tribune, Muhammad Shakeel, Registrar, IIT, said the President would reach Kamand at 11.15 

am and stay there till 12.30 pm.  

 

Among others, Governor Kalyan Singh, Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh and Union Human Resource 

Development Minister Smriti Irani would be present during the function, the Registrar said.  

As many as 127 degrees and five medals would be awarded on the occasion, he added.  

 

Meanwhile, an advanced security liaison team �of the Intelligence Bureau today held a meeting with officials 

of the district administration and other security agencies at Kamand.  

 

After the meeting, they inspected the venue and the Paddal Ground where chopper of the President would land.  

They also inspected the road to be taken by the President to reach the �IIT campus from the �Paddal Ground.  

Additional District Magistrate (ADM) Vivek Chandel said officials of the Public Works Department had been 

instructed to speed up the repair works on the road and also install a few crash barriers.  

He said the work would be reviewed again on March 12.  

 

The security agencies would sanitise the venue and other places well in advance and conduct a drill from March 

12. 
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